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STUDENTS:

• Use the PowerPoint in ‘Slide Show’ mode by clicking the 
button at the bottom right of your screen as shown:

• Work your way through the slides at your own pace 

(click to move to the next slide)

• Click the links for extended information available online

• Consider the ideas on the ‘Discuss’ and ‘Explore’ slides, 
and have a go at the ‘Challenge’ at the end, then refelect
on what you may have learnt.

How to use this resource:

PARENTS + TEACHERS

• Use the PowerPoint in ‘Presenter’ view by clicking the 
Slide Show menu and checking the ‘Use Presenter View’  
box as shown:

• Then click ‘From Beginning’ (on the far left)

• This will enable you to see the slides and the notes 

• The notes will help you expand on some of the ideas in 
the presentation

• Click the links for extended information available online

• Pause at the ‘Challenge’, ‘Discuss’ and ‘Explore’ slides to 
allow your students/children to chat and create
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Innovation comes from research and experimentation.

“If you always do what you’ve always done, 

you will always get what you always got.” 

- Albert Einstein

How Do We Create Innovation?

Let’s Discuss:

 

What is innovation?    
What do you think this saying by Albert Einstein means? 
Wikipedia says innovation means "a new idea, creative thoughts, new imaginations in form of 
device or method". Innovation is often also viewed as “the application of better solutions that 
meet new requirements.”  
 
Why is innovation important to us? 
How do we create new ideas or innovation? 
 
Innovation comes from thought, experimentation and research.  
Making art is a form of research, and each artwork can be seen as an innovation. 
 
To be an artist means constantly evolving your artwork through experimenting with ideas, 
materials and methods, and researching new ways of thinking about or doing things. 
 
This research is an essential part of art artist’s practice. 
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NOUN: 

the systematic investigation into and study of materials and sources in order to establish facts and reach new 
conclusions.

"the group carries out research in geochemistry" 

synonyms:

investigation · experimentation · testing · exploration · analysis · fact-finding · 

VERB:

investigate systematically.

"she has spent the last five years researching her people's history" 

synonyms:

investigate · conduct investigations into · study · inquire into ·
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What Do We Mean By Research?

Let’s Explore:

 

What is research? 
Research can be defined as “Systematic investigation in order to establish facts and reach new 
conclusions.” 
 
“Systematic” means “done or acting according to a fixed plan or system; methodical.” 
 
This is important. To be successful in whatever field we are researching, our research must be 
systematic or methodical.  It might involve looking into lots of different questions, using lots of 
different methods, following ideas that might lead us in many directions or nowhere, but we must 
always come back to the original questions and stay on track! 
 
While some innovations seem to come from what is known as “happy accidents,” without the 
research being carried out first, the innovator is unlikely to be in a position to recognise the 
discovery.  
 
Who uses research? What fields of work?  
Science is the one we usually think of first, but what other professions use research?   
Professions that use research include engineering, IT, medicine, social work, teaching, psychology, 
marketing, historians, journalism, law, agriculture and many others, but also artists.   
Artists are VORACIOUS researchers. 
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“Connecting dots, solving the problem that hasn't been solved before, seeing the 
pattern before it is made obvious, is more essential than ever before…..[a] big bag of 

dots isn't worth nearly as much as your handful of insight, is it?’
[Seth Godin, American Author & Entrepreneur]

Artists are experts at this.
·
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Connecting the Dots

 

While research is often seen as gathering information, as Entrepreneur Seth Godin points out, it is 
now much more important to be able to “connect the dots” than it is to “collect the dots”. 
 
Seth Godin says  “Connecting dots, solving the problem that hasn't been solved before, seeing the 
pattern before it is made obvious, is more essential than ever before…..[a] big bag of dots isn't 
worth nearly as much as your handful of insight, is it?’ 
 
We are all surrounded by so much information. The internet has made collecting information easy 
for most of us, but what we really need to know now is how to find, process, synthesize, evaluate, 
and communicate information in a variety of ways. 
 
Artists are experts at this. 
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“…In art, the genius creator is not just 
a gifted being but a person who has 
succeeded in arranging for their 
appointed end, a complex of activities, 
of which the work is the outcome. The 
artist begins with a vision – a creative 
operation requiring an effort. 
Creativity takes courage.”
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How do 
Artists 
Research?

 

What do you think Matisse is saying here about how artists work? 
 
An artist can be described as “a person who has succeeded in arranging for their appointed end, a 
complex of activities, of which the work is the outcome.” 
 
This description captures the way an artist sets themselves a task, then works out how to 
complete it.  
 
This is research for an artist.  It might sound simple, and it certainly can be, but it can also be the 
work of a lifetime!  
 
As in other professions that use research, making art begins with the artist asking themselves a 
series of questions.. 
 
What kind of questions do you think they might ask themselves? 
 
 

Slide 
8 

latrobe.edu.au

Image: Andrew Southall Country (2011), oil on canvas. Triptych each: 152.5cm x 152.5cm. La Trobe University Art Collection LTU2381 
Video (next slide) Andrew Southall, ‘Country’, 2013, 4 minutes 44 second, With Direction Media, music by Ivan Hexter. Courtesy of the artist.

Artist:
Andrew Southall

 

The artist might ask questions about the concept (or idea) –What is the work about? What 
interests me about this now? What  do I think about this?   
 
Can you think of other questions you might have when you are starting to think about making 
an artwork? 
 
An artist might also research topics such as climate change, aspects of nature or history, to 
immerse themselves in and understand something more deeply, and find their own relationship 
with that topic. 
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An artist might ask themselves practical questions such as: How shall I make it?  What materials 
and what medium or process shall I use?  
 
Artists must experiment with mediums and materials extensively to ensure they can achieve their 
desired outcome and that the artwork is “fit for purpose.”  For example, a painting must adhere 
well to its substrate (painting surface such as canvas, wood etc.) and not fall apart, particularly if it 
is intended to be sold. 
 
Often the process of asking and answering these practical questions happens intuitively.  Just by 
making a mark on paper, the artist will see whether they are using the right colour or tool for their 
intention for example, and change it if needed. 
 
Watch this short video called “Country”, by Artist Andrew Southall from Elmore near Bendigo 
which describes his method of research and how it informs his artwork. 
 
Video URL: https://youtu.be/EriSpsrwdQs 
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Artist:
Danica Chappell

Image: Danica Chappell (2018-19)Thickness of Time # 8 (Detail). Chromogenic photographs. Image © Danica Chappell. 
Video (next slide) Danica Chappell Artist Interview, Emanations: The Art of Cameraless Photography. Courtesy of the artist.  

Danica Chappell is a contemporary photographer who plays with and deconstructs the process of 
analogue photography to create images.  You can find out more about her work at 
www.danicachappell.com. 
 
Danica recently engaged in a collaboration with Latrobe’s molecular scientist, Dr Donna Whelan to 
create new work for the Collaboratory project, a series of exhibitions that LAI presents biennially 
that examine collaborations between artists, or in this case, between an artist and a scientist. See 
www.latrobe.edu.au/art-institute/exhibitions/2018 for more information about Collaboratory. 
 
Danica and Donna had many discussions and visited each others’ workplaces to explore the 
similarities and differences between their ideas, the ways they work and the outcomes of their 
work.   This is another type of research!  This is how Danica describes what research is like for her: 
 
“It’s hard to define exactly where the research begins and ends in your day as one activity leads 
into another. …..The independent momentum with research pushes my engagement forward with 
it and in return what might unfold from this, pushes me forward to ask more…. Each mark made 
or page turned, no matter how clumsy or erroneous it feels, is important to refining a language 
with the questions I am asking of photography.“ 
 
 

https://youtu.be/EriSpsrwdQs
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About collaborating with scientist Dr Donna Whelan, Donna says: 
 
“[Collaborating}…with Donna gave me time to focus on evolving a new body of work whilst 
engaging in the delights of being exposed to a new language. There is something incredibly rich 
about immersing yourself in a landscape of unfamiliarity… It’s like being immersed in a foreign 
language and reading the visual cues from everything around you rather than staying safely on 
autopilot. When you arrive back into familiarity, hopefully, you’ve gathered fresh perspective to 
renew and broaden your focus and attention.” 
 
Research can be like being immersed in ‘a landscape of unfamiliarity”. We stumble around, one 
question leads to another and another, and at some point, the path seems clearer and we can 
follow it with more certainty. 
 
Video URL: https://youtu.be/Ct5JxAHw-i0 
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• Research a topic that interests you, relating to where you live. 

It could be about the building you live in, how it was built, it’s history, the land it was built 
on, what it looks like, what it is made from, the people you live with, your garden, your 
street, anything!

• Your research methods could include reading, taking photos, drawing, collecting materials, 
conducting experiments, observing, brainstorming & writing words that describe it.

• Collect this information in your visual diary.  What feeling do you get from this collection of 
information?

• Create an artwork or piece of writing based on this.

Artwork: Yuria Okamura

Challenge: Art Research 

 

• Research a topic that interests you, relating to where you live.  
• It could be about the building you live in, how it was built, it’s history, the land it was built on, 

what it looks like, the materials it is made from, the people you live with, your garden, your 
street, anything! 

• Your research methods could include reading, taking photos, drawing, collecting materials, 
conducting experiments, observing, brainstorming & writing words that describe it. 

• Collect this information in your visual diary.  What feeling do you get from this collection of 
information? 

• Create an artwork or piece of writing based on this. 
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What have you learnt from this process?

Artwork: Yuria Okamura

 

• What is different about creative research and the kind of research you might do online or in a 
library? 

• How does creativity help us to discover new things? 
• What role does experimentation play in research? 
• How are artists like scientists? 
• Can unexpected outcomes help us in our research? 

https://youtu.be/Ct5JxAHw-i0
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Can unexpected outcomes 
(glitches, mistakes and mutations)

help us to innovate?

Watch the following video and have a go at the short workshop to see how LAI 
worked with researchers to explore the role of glitches in Linguistics and Art.

Artwork: Yuria Okamura

 

Watch this video and have a go at the short workshop to see how LAI worked with researchers to 
explore the role of glitches in Linguistics and Art.  
https://youtu.be/Jv8BYrThsew 
This short drawing exercise that explores the importance of glitches, anomalies and mistakes in 
art - and in linguistics. Mistakes can be fruitful!  
 
This video is an example of the children's workshops that were inspired by LAI's 2018 exhibition, 
The Grammar of Glitch and the accompanying panel discussion: Plastic Language: Glitch and 
Linguistics.  
 
Curated by LAI's Dr Kent Wilson, the exhibition featured the works of Michael Georgetti, Paul 
Kaptein, James Little, Katie Paine, Antonia Sellbach and Ross Taylor. LAI's Dr Karen Annett-Thomas 
invited Katie and Ross to join La Trobe University's Head of Linguistics, Professor James Walker and 
David Myers Research Fellow, Dr Lauren Gawne to discuss the role of fragmentation, double-take, 
syntax and overload in visual, spoken and gestural language.  
 
"In evolutionary biology, it is the mutation that drives changes in offspring to help species adapt 
to shifting environmental circumstances. Some apparent errors and mistakes are the answers to 
problems that are often unseen. The Grammar of Glitch takes a look at how the language of this 
process is expressed in artwork. Whether through fragmentation of the visual field in landscape 
drawings or the distorted forms of the sculptural figure, this exhibition offers ways of 
understanding how glitches in systemic regularity can produce creative ends." - Dr Kent Wilson. 
 
Interested in Linguistics?  
Linguistics is understanding the structure and design of language, how language relates to 
thinking and how it functions in society. Explore how language develops and changes, and how it 
is acquired and learned. Linguistics is an excellent support for students with a language major and 
highly relevant to students with majors in areas such as Anthropology, English, Sociology, History, 
Archaeology, Computer Science, Philosophy, Education Studies and Law. 
Visit: https://www.latrobe.edu.au/languages-and-linguistics 
 
Interested in our exhibition: the Grammar of Glitch?  
Visit: https://www.latrobe.edu.au/art-institute/exhibitions/2018 
 
This is a free digital education resource created by La Trobe Art Institute’s Education Program. 
Feel free to share it with your networks. 
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Thank you

 

https://youtu.be/Jv8BYrThsew
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/art-institute/exhibitions/2018

